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Kangundo and Mavoko Court Users Committees
Trained On Child Protection

Contributed by the Machakos County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 29th August 2025, the National Council on the
Administration of Justice (NCAJ), in collaboration
with The Cradle (The Children Foundation),
SHOFCO, and the State Department for Children
Services (SDCS), convened a sensitization forum for
the Court Users Committees (CUCs) of Kangundo
and Mavoko Law Courts in Machakos County.

The forum was facilitated by Deputy Director Anne
(SDCS), Ms.
Directorate of Criminal Investigations’ Anti-Human
Trafficking and  Child Unit
(DCI-AHTCPU), among others. It focused on
strengthening coordination and equipping CUC

Thiong’o Eva Mboya from the

Protection

members with practical skills for handling child
protection cases within the justice system.

Deputy Director Anne Thiong o addresses participants during the
child protection sensitization session.

Participants included Magistrates, Police Officers,
Officers,
Commissioners, representatives from the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP), the Law
Society of Kenya (LSK), and Children Officers.
Among the Children Officers present were Mr.

Probation Assistant County

William Omondi Ochieng (Kangundo), Ms. Margret

Maroa (Matungulu), and Mr. Dennis Muthui and Mr.
Edward Bowen (Athi River).

Discussions highlighted the challenges faced in
managing child-related cases, particularly around
inter-agency coordination, child-sensitive
interviewing, and the timely resolution of cases.
Practical sessions emphasized strengthening
referral pathways, ensuring adherence to child
protection laws, and promoting multi-agency

collaboration to safeguard children’s rights.

The sensitization enhanced the capacity of the two
CUCs to better handle child-related cases, with
participants committing to closer cooperation in

protecting vulnerable children.

By deepening collaboration among justice actors,
the forum reaffirmed the justice sector’s collective
responsibility to safeguard children’s rights and
welfare, in line with the Children Act 2022 and
Kenya’s wider justice reform agenda.

Participants pose for a group photo during the sensitization forum
Jfor Court Users Committees in Machakos County.
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Strengthening Synergies for Child Protection: NCCS
Hosts Witness Protection Agency for Courtesy Call

Submitted by NCCS

On 3rd September 2025, the National Council for
Children’s Services (NCCS) hosted the Witness
Protection Agency (WPA) for a high-level courtesy
meeting at the NCCS Boardroom. The
engagement marked a pivotal step in strengthening

call

interagency collaboration to safeguard the rights
and welfare of children in Kenya.

Officials in discussions to enhance collaboration on child protec-
tion and support for child witnesses.

The session, which commenced at 2:30 PM, was
opened by Mr. Gilbert Biwott, Director of Corporate
Services at NCCS, who emphasized the importance
of strategic partnerships in advancing the national
child protection agenda. He described the meeting

as a launchpad for sustained cooperation.

Representing NCCS, Mrs. Caroline Meres provided
an overview of the Council’s statutory mandate
under the Children Act. She highlighted NCCS’s role
as the government’s lead advisory body on child
rights, particularly in policy development,
multisectoral coordination, and oversight of child

protection frameworks.

The WPA team, led by Chief Executive Officer Mrs.
Jedidah Waruhiu, outlined the Agency’s mandate

under the Witness Protection Act (Cap 79). Since
2008, WPA has protected over 900 individuals, with
600 successfully testifying in court, demonstrating
its vital contribution to justice delivery. Mrs.
further highlighted WPA’s
rights-based approach, operational independence,

Waruhiu human
and national presence through four regional offices,
while noting challenges such as limited resources,
inadequate safe

houses, and legislative gaps,

especially in protecting child witnesses.

During deliberations, both institutions identified
priority areas for collaboration, including capacity
building, joint monitoring and evaluation, advisory
child-friendly
educational continuity for protected children, and

support on shelters, ensuring

psychosocial reintegration programs.

To formalize these initiatives, the agencies agreed to
develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
guide operational engagement. This partnership will
significantly strengthen Kenya’s child protection
ecosystem, ensuring vulnerable children not only
receive protection but also the care, justice, and

support they deserve.

NCCS and Witness Protection Agency teams after a courtesy call to
strengthen synergies in safeguarding children’s rights.
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Kangundo Sub-County Holds Community Forums to
Strengthen Child Protection

Contributed by the Kangundo Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 4th and 5th September 2025, Kangundo
Sub-County in Machakos County (Eastern Region)
concluded the week with two impactful community
forums on child protection.

The first forum was led by Mr. Samuel Kyule
Mutisya, a dedicated Child Protection Volunteer,
who engaged community leaders on a range of
critical child protection issues while working under
the guidance of the Sub-County Children’s Officer.
This meeting preceded a larger forum convened
with support from the Office of the Assistant County
Commissioner at Kangundo Central.

Mr. Ochieng sensitizes community members during the Kangundo
child protection forum.

The second forum brought together multiple
stakeholders from both the National Government
and the County Government for an engagement
with members of the public. The Sub-County
Children’s Officer, Mr. William Omondi Ochieng,
sensitized participants on key themes including
the
National Legal Aid Service (NLAS), the National
Child Helpline 116, care reform, and foster care.

child protection, health, family welfare,

Other facilitators addressed topics related to

administration, security, youth affairs, and

probation and aftercare services.

Participants welcomed the initiative, noting that the
forums not only made government services more
accessible but also empowered communities with
the knowledge and tools to safeguard children’s
The the
importance of collaboration in child protection and

rights. engagements underscored
demonstrated how interagency coordination can

strengthen families and communities.

By bringing together government and community

actors, Kangundo Sub-County reaffirmed its
commitment to building stronger, safer, and more
the

grassroots, ensuring that the protection of children

responsive child protection systems at
remains a shared responsibility sustained through

vigilance and dialogue.

Mpr. Ochieng plants a commemorative tree to mark the conclusion
of the forum.
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Government Partners with Evangelical Alliance of
Kenya to Advance Child Care Reform

Submitted by Arnorld Mwanake - NCCS Officer

On 5th September 2025, the timeless words of Jesus,
‘Let the little children come to me, set the tone for a
strategic breakfast meeting at Corat Africa. The
National Council for Children’s Services (NCCS),
Legacy 4 Children (L4C), and partners engaged the
leadership of the Evangelical Alliance of Kenya
(EAK) in a dialogue aimed at rallying Kenya’s largest
evangelical umbrella body around the National Care
Reform Agenda.

Government and EAK leadership unite to champion child care
reform.t

Speaking during the session, Ms. Janet Mwema of
NCCS urged the Alliance to align its work with
government policies and strategies. “We need the
Alliance and its members to complement
government efforts in realizing this transition,” she

said.

The meeting sensitized participants on the Children
Act, 2022, and the National Care Reform Strategy,
emphasizing the shift from institutional care
models toward family and community-based

alternative care. With many of its members running

Charitable Children Institutions (CCIs) or
supporting welfare programs, EAK provides a

strategic entry point for scaling care reform efforts.

Engaging discussions on building family-based care for every
child.

Partners, including Joseph Muthuri of L4C, Catholic
Diocese of Meru, MECAWE, Child in Family Focus,
WezaCare Solutions, and World Without Orphans,
pledged to support EAK and its members in aligning
their programs with national care reform standards.
EAK committed to integrating care reform advocacy
into its networks and community programs, helping
to spread the message to millions of Kenyans. NCCS
reaffirmed its role in providing leadership,
coordination, and technical support to ensure

smooth transition processes.

The partnership marks a milestone in Kenya's
journey toward care reform, leveraging faith-based
influence to promote family and community-based
care and ensuring that every child grows up in the

warmth of a family rather than in an institution.
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We're always looking for inspiring stories, reflections, and field reports from across the country. If you have a
contribution for the next issue of Children Services Weekly, email us at and be part of
the conversation advancing child protection in Kenya.

A heartfelt thank you to all our contributors whose time, insights, and on-the-ground experiences made this edition
possible.

~ Children Services Weekly Editorial Team
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