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International Day of the Girl Child Marked in Bomet
County With a Call to End FGM and Empower Girls

Submitted by Damaris Makena, SDCS

The Government of Kenya, through the Ministry of
Gender, Culture and Children Services, joined the
the
International Day of the Girl Child at Siongiroi

global community in commemorating
Grounds, Chepalungu Sub-County, Bomet County,
under the theme “The Girl I Am, The Change I Lead

in Crisis.”

The event, led by the Cabinet Secretary for Gender,
Culture and Children Services, Hon. Hannah
Wendot Cheptumo, brought together government
officials, development partners, civil society
organisations, and community members in a united

call to safeguard the rights, safety, and dignity of

every girl in Kenya.
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CS Hon.Hannah Wendot Cheptumo and
join students and members of the community at the International
Day of the Girl Child walk in Siongiroi Grounds, Bomet County

In her keynote address, Hon. Cheptumo reaffirmed
the Government’s commitment to protecting girls
from all forms of violence and harmful cultural
practices, particularly Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM) and child marriage. She underscored that
the
empowerment and education of girls, noting that
“the future of Kenya will be built by the hands and
minds of her girls.”

Kenya's future prosperity depends on

The Cabinet Secretary further highlighted that
the

Government is strengthening law enforcement,

through  multi-sectoral  collaboration,
promoting community-based interventions, and
investing in education and menstrual dignity
programmes to ensure that no girl has to choose

between her dignity and her classroom.

Bomet County, which continues to grapple with an
FGM prevalence rate of approximately twenty six
percent (26%), has witnessed strong advocacy from
local leaders, youth, and civil society organisations
working to end the practice. The commemoration
provided a platform to celebrate progress while
renewing collective resolve to eliminate FGM and
empower girls.

The event featured powerful testimonies from
Anti-FGM
practitioners who have become advocates for

champions, including reformed
change. In attendance were the Principal Secretary
for Children Services, CPA Carren Agengbo, the
Governor of Bomet County, the County Woman
Representative, and the leadership of the Anti-FGM

Board, among others, who joined the community in

declaring that FGM must end and girls must rise.

CS Hon.Hannah Wendot Cheptumo and PS CPA Carren Ageng’o
donating sanitary pads to teachers for distribution to the girls in
different schools.
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PS CPA Carren Ageng’o Leads Nyota Project
Sensitization in Kisumu County

Submitted by Damaris Makena, SDCS

The Principal Secretary for the State Department for
Children Services, CPA Carren Agengo, led a
sensitization forum on the NYOTA Project at the

Mama Grace Onyango Social Hall in Kisumu County.

The NYOTA Project, National Youth Opportunities
Towards Advancement, is a Government of Kenya
initiative supported by the World Bank. It seeks to
empower young people through skills training,
enterprise development, savings mobilization, and

digital inclusion.

The programme targets over eight hundred and
twenty thousand (820,000) youth across
thousand four hundred and fifty (1,450) wards, with
a focus on on-the-job training, recognition of prior

one

learning, and business support. It also promotes a
savings culture and connects youth to government
procurement opportunities through the Access to
Government Procurement Opportunities (AGPO)

programme.

The Kisumu sensitization forum brought together

youth representatives, county officials, national

government administrators, and political leaders to

enhance understanding of the project’s objectives
and implementation framework. The Principal
the
commitment to creating sustainable livelihoods for

Secretary ~ underscored government’s
young people and ensuring that no youth is left

behind in the national development agenda.

The NYOTA Project stands as a vital intervention to
address youth unemployment, poverty, and social
exclusion. By equipping young people with practical
skills, the
programme transforms potential into productivity

technical and entrepreneurial

and self-reliance. It encourages innovation,
promotes financial inclusion through savings
groups, and links youth to emerging opportunities

across both formal and informal sectors.

Through this holistic approach, the NYOTA Project
will play a key role in advancing Kenya's economic
empowerment and social transformation agenda.
The forum marked a significant step toward
deepening collaboration between the national and
county governments in empowering youth and

driving inclusive growth.

PS CPA Carren Ageng’o addressmg the attendants at the NYOTA
Project sensitization in Kisumu County

Attendants being guided on how to register for the NYOTA Project
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Kenya Launches Costing Plan for Care Reform Strategy
to Strengthen Family-Based Care

Submitted by Damaris Makena, SDCS

On 3rd October 2025, the Principal Secretary for the
State Department for Children Services, CPA Carren
Ageng'o, joined the Cabinet Secretary for Gender,
Culture and Children Services, Hon. Hannah
Wendot Cheptumo, at the launch of the Care Reform
Strategy Implementation Costing Plan held at Four

Points by Sheraton, Hurlingham, Nairobi.

The event, supported by Lumos, brought together
key partners and stakeholders including UNICEF
(led by Plan
International Kenya), Catholic Relief Services,

Kenya, Joining Forces Alliance

Boards of Management of Charitable Children’s
Institutions from Rift Valley and Eastern regions,
the Secretary for Children Services, the CEO of the
National Council for Children’s Services (NCCS), the
Acting CEO of the Street Families Rehabilitation
Trust Fund, and senior officials from the State
Department for Children Services.

The National Care Reform Strategy (2022 - 2032)

affirms Kenya’s commitment to transitioning

children from institutional care to family and

community-based care. This shift reflects the
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CS Hon. Hannah Wendot Cheptumo addressing the officers at the
launch of the Costing Plan for Care Reform

Government’s recognition that every child deserves
to grow up in a safe, loving, and nurturing family

environment.

The newly launched Costing Plan provides a
the
that
resources are mobilized to sustain reform. It

financial blueprint to guide Strategy’s

implementation and ensure sufficient

underscores collaboration among government
agencies, development partners, and communities
to strengthen systems that prioritize the best
interests of the child.

Leaders at the launch emphasized the importance
of unified, well-coordinated action to make
family-based care a reality for all children. They
called upon partners to champion care reform at
every level and to ensure that children in Kenya are
not only protected but also given opportunities to
thrive within supportive family and community

environments.

Every child deserves a family, and together, we can
make this vision a reality.
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PS CPA Carren Ageng’o launches the Costing Plan for Care Reform
with Lumos Country Director , Grace Mwangi
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Roots of Responsibility: Kangundo Sub-County Marks

Mazingira Day with Tree Planting
Contributed by the Kangundo Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

In commemoration of Mazingira Day on 10th October 2025, Heads of Departments in Kangundo
Sub-County came together for a tree-planting exercise organized by the Office of the Deputy County
Commissioner.

The event, held at Kangundo Police Station, served as a powerful reminder of shared responsibility in
protecting the environment and promoting sustainable living. During the exercise, the Sub-County
Children’s Officer, Mr. William Omondi Ochieng, planted one tree on behalf of the County Coordinator for
Children’s Services, Madam Rhoda Mwikya, and another on behalf of Ms. Vivianne Nyangena from the
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

Departments represented included the Judiciary, Ministry of Health, Probation and Aftercare Services,
Directorate of Social Development, National Government Constituencies Development Fund (NG-CDF)
Kangundo Office, National Treasury, Kenya Forest Service, National Police Service, Directorate of Criminal
Investigations, and National Government Administration Officers (NGAOs), among others.

Across the Sub-County, similar environmental conservation initiatives were carried out, with enthusiastic
participation from residents, community groups, and local institutions. The day underscored a shared
belief that safeguarding the planet begins with small, deliberate actions that nurture both the land and the
generations to come.

Group photo of Heads of Departments during the exercise. The Deputy County Commissioner addressing Heads of
Departments before the tree planting.

Planting trees helps children grow healthier, learn better, and
live happier lives by providing clean air, cool spaces, and a

safer environment for future generations.
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Advancing Child Protection: NCCS Hosts High-level

U.S Embassy Delegation

Submitted by the National Council for Children’s Services (NCCS)

On 29th September 2025, the National Council for
Children’s Services (NCCS) hosted a high-level
delegation from the United States Embassy for a
courtesy call at the NCCS Boardroom in Nairobi.
The U.S. delegation was led by Consul General Mr.
Nathan Flook and Visa Chief Ms. Natalia Rincon,
while the NCCS team was represented by Mr. Gilbert
Biwott, Director of Corporate Services (on behalf of
the CEO), Ms. Lucy Ghati, Director of Public
Awareness, Education and Partnerships, and Mr.
Alex Wamakobe, Assistant Director of Children’s

Services.

Director Gilbert Biwott and Director Lucy Ghati with the US
Embassy delegation

The engagement provided a platform to deliberate
on key child protection priorities, including
adoption reforms under the Children Act, No. 29 of
2022,

facilities,

regulation of behaviour modification

and implementation of the Hague

Convention on International Child Abduction.

Kenya reaffirmed its commitment to prioritising
domestic and kinship care as the preferred options
for children in need of families, while maintaining
the moratorium on intercountry adoption. Both
sides recognised the need to enhance oversight and
promote rights-based rehabilitation environments

within behaviour modification facilities.

Deliberations also focused on strengthening

the
Convention to ensure efficient child

cross-border collaboration under Hague
return
procedures and improve awareness of Kenya’s

international obligations.

The two delegations identified priority areas of
cooperation, including promoting compliance with
the Children Act, building institutional capacity
through and technical

training support,

strengthening  data-sharing  systems, and
establishing regular consultation mechanisms for

sustained engagement.

Both parties reaffirmed their shared commitment to
advancing reforms that uphold children’s rights and
welfare. The courtesy call underscored NCCS'’s
central role in leading child protection and care
reform efforts, while fostering strong international
partnerships to ensure that every child in Kenya
grows up in a safe, nurturing, and supportive

environment.

Director Gilbert Biwott gifts Consul General Mr. Nathan Flook the
Children Act, 2022
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Justice in Harmony: Strengthening Collaboration for
Child Protection In Kangundo

Contributed by the Kangundo Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 25th September 2025, Kangundo Law Courts
convened a Court Users Committee (CUC) meeting
as part of ongoing efforts to strengthen collaboration
and teamwork within the justice system. This
particular session stood out as it was held at
Kangundo Police Station, providing a fresh space for
reflection, coordination, and dialogue.

The Head of Station at Kangundo Law Courts, Hon.
S.A. Opande, presided over the deliberations, which
addressed key issues relating to justice, protection,
and community service. Central to these discussions
were children’s matters, which drew thoughtful
engagement from all

participating agencies

committed to safeguarding the welfare of children.

Participants following the proceedings.

Participants included officers from the Judiciary,
National Police Service (NPS),
Criminal Investigations (DCI), Office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions (ODPP), Witness Protection
(WPA), (KPS),
Probation and Aftercare Services, the Directorate of
Children’s Services (DCS) the State
Department Children National
Government Administration Officers (NGAOs), the

Directorate of

Agency Kenya Prisons Service

under

for Services,

Law Society of Kenya (LSK), the Ministry of Health,
and members of the clergy, among others.

The Kangundo Sub-County Children’s Officer, Mr.
the
importance of timely notification to the Children’s

William Omondi Ochieng, underscored
Office as required under Section 218 of the Children
Act, No. 29 of 2022. He emphasized that prompt
communication enables early interventions to
children their

comprehensively. Mr. Ochieng further noted that

protect and address needs
delays in such notifications expose children to
psychosocial strain and prolonged vulnerability,
stressing that prevention and timely response

remain central to their recovery and well-being.

The meeting concluded with joint resolutions aimed

at  enhancing  coordination, strengthening
institutional partnerships, and improving service
delivery within the justice system. It reaffirmed that
justice for children is a shared responsibility,
achievable only through collaboration, compassion,

and commitment among all duty bearers in

Kangundo.

Group photo of the participants.
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Foster Care Implementation Activities in Kakamega

County

Submitted by the Alternative Family Care Department

The State Department for Children Services (SDCS),
through the Alternative Family Care Department
and in collaboration with the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), conducted a Training
of Trainers (ToT) on Foster Care in Kakamega
County from 16th to 18th September 2025. The
sessions, held concurrently at Friends, Malava K,
and ACK Guest House, covered all sub-counties

within the county.

The three-day training brought together a diverse
group of stakeholders,

Government Administration Officers

including National
(NGAOs),
Child Protection Officers, the Judiciary, the National
Police Service, County Government officials, NGOs,
the Ministries of Education and Health, the Civil
Child
Volunteers, Charitable Children’s Institutions, and

Registration =~ Department, Protection

Faith-Based Organisations.

This ToT marked a significant milestone in the
rollout of foster care in Kakamega County. Its main
objectives were to strengthen the capacity of child
protection actors in foster care practice, enhance
coordination among implementing agencies, and
ensure full alignment with national standards under

the Care Reform Strategy (2022 - 2032).

Key thematic areas included an overview of the Care
Reform Strategy, gatekeeping mechanisms to
prevent unnecessary family separation, the legal
and policy framework for foster care in Kenya, and
the process of recruiting and placing foster parents.
the

for

Participants also reviewed Foster Care

Regulations and strategies maintaining

comprehensive foster care registers.

The sessions underscored the importance of foster
care as a family-based alternative care option and a
vital gatekeeping tool to reduce reliance on
institutional care. Through group work and
role-play, participants crafted key messages for
community sensitisation to

promote public

awareness on foster care.

The workshop concluded with the development of
sub-county action plans focusing on identifying and
supporting eligible children, recruiting prospective
foster parents, and raising public awareness.
Participants committed to recruiting at least fifteen

(15) prospective foster parents per sub-county
three (3)
momentum toward sustainable family-based care.

within months, signalling strong

4 |
Participants at ACK Guest House pose for a photo after the training
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United Voices: Safeguarding Kangundo’s Children and

Empowering Its Youth

Contributed by the Kangundo Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 19th September 2025, the people of Kangundo
Sub-County witnessed a powerful moment of unity
and service. Two (2) officers from the Directorate of
Social Development (DSD), Mr. Mark Maritim and
Mr. Dennis Mwirigi, engaged youth from Kangundo
West, East, North, and Central Wards in an inspiring
forum that blended empowerment with advocacy
for child protection.

Though the Directorate of Children’s Services (DCS)
now operates under a different state department,
collaboration between the two directorates remains
strong. During this engagement, the DSD officers
amplified the message of the Kangundo Sub-County
Children’s Office, reminding participants that the
well-being of children forms the foundation of
community development.

The session explored key areas such as group
registration under the Social Protection Act, No. 12
of 2025, the
committees, and the value of welfare associations in

responsibilities of executive
building cohesive and resilient communities.
Alongside these discussions, child protection took
center stage as participants were sensitized on
available reporting channels for child abuse cases,
including the Child Helpline 116, and on the
services offered by the National Legal Aid Service
(NLAS) to ensure access to justice for children and
families.

Participants also learned about government support
initiatives such as the Inua Jamii cash transfer for
orphans and vulnerable children, as well as
affirmative funds like the Uwezo Fund, Youth
Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF), and Women
Enterprise Fund (WEF), which provide young
and women  with for

people avenues

socio-economic empowerment. The NYOTA Project
was introduced as an additional opportunity to
promote skills development, recognition of prior
learning, entrepreneurship, and financial literacy
among the youth.

In a heartfelt dialogue, the young participants
voiced challenges ranging from unemployment and
substance abuse to limited access to creative spaces.
They listened, learned, and found renewed hope in
the available pathways for growth.

The forum concluded as a reflection of shared
purpose, the
partnership between the DCS and DSD in
strengthening families, protecting children, and

demonstrating unwavering

empowering youth to lead their communities
toward a brighter, more inclusive future.
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Officers engaging participants during the forum.
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Mwala Sub-County CUC Advocates for the Rights of

Children With Disabilities

Contributed by the Mwala Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 9th October 2025, the Mwala Sub-County Court
(CUC) held a
sensitisation forum at St. Mary’s Rehabilitation

Users Committee community
Centre, Mbiuni Location, on the eve of the National
Child Justice Service Month. The event, organised
by the Mwala Sub-County Children’s Office, brought
together key stakeholders committed to advancing

the rights and welfare of children with disabilities.

St. Mary Rehabilitation Centre recieving a donation of food stuffs

St. Mary’s Rehabilitation Centre, a special needs
institution under the Mbiuni Catholic Mission and
registered by the Ministry of Education, caters to
children with mental and physical disabilities. The
sensitisation forum aimed to raise awareness of the
rights of children with disabilities, who often face
barriers to education, healthcare, social inclusion,
nutrition, and access to justice due to stigma and
limited inclusive support systems.

During the session, the community was encouraged
to be “the voice of the voiceless”, ensuring that no
child is left behind and that disability is not inability.
Participants were urged to report all cases of abuse,
neglect, or rights violations to relevant authorities to

guarantee timely intervention and justice for
affected children.

The event also featured a gesture of compassion,
where the Mwala Sub-County Children’s Office and
its partners donated essential items and gifts to the
children and the institution, spreading joy and
reaffirming the community’s support for inclusive
child protection.

Key participants included Hon. Eugene Nabwana
(Magistrate, Wamunyu Law Courts), Mr. John
(Children Officer, Machakos County
Coordinator’s Office), representatives from the
ODPP Wamunyu Law Courts, the Probation Office
Mwala, Masii Police Station, Mbiuni Police Post,
Mbiuni Level 3 Hospital, local NGAOs, Disability
Advocacy Services Kenya (DASK), and the Machakos
County Women Representative’s Office.

Mulinge

The activity underscored a shared commitment to
advancing inclusive child justice and ensuring that
children with disabilities in Mwala grow up in
environments that uphold their rights, dignity, and
potential.

Members of the community following the proceedings
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Honouring Service, Upholding Justice: A Farewell to a

Defender Of Children

Contributed by the Kangundo Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 26th September 2025, during the ongoing
Situational of Charitable Children’s
Institutions (CCIs) in Machakos County, the County
Coordinator for Children’s Services, Madam Rhoda

Analysis

Mwikya, a technical consultant, Ms. Christine
Muema, and the Sub-County Children’s Officer, Mr.
William Omondi Ochieng, conducted a spot check at
one of the CCIs in Kangundo Sub-County.

Amid their official duties, the Kangundo Sub-County
team took a moment to honour a steadfast partner
in child protection. Ms. Salome Kionet, a State
Counsel at the Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions (ODPP),
exemplary dedication and compassion in handling

was celebrated for her

children’s matters before the Court. Throughout her
service, she stood as a pillar of justice and empathy,
ensuring that the voices of vulnerable children from
Kangundo and Matungulu Sub-Counties were
heard, protected, and respected.

From left: W’z)lzam Ocl'ti'eng,’ CCI Manage;; Rhoda Mwikya,
Technical Consultant Christine Muema during a CCI spot check
earlier in the day.

Ms. Vivianne

Nyangena, Ms. Bessie Gikonyo, and Ms. Nelly

Together with her colleagues,

Waweru, Ms. Kionet exemplified courage and
professionalism in prosecuting sensitive cases
involving child abuse, defilement, incest, neglect,

and related violations. Their unwavering

commitment to justice reflects the integrity and
devotion that anchor Kenya’s child protection and
justice systems.

Following her transfer to a new duty station, a
heartfelt farewell ceremony was held to celebrate
Ms. Kionet’s service and express gratitude for her
remarkable contribution to the pursuit of justice for
children. The event brought together Magistrates,
advocates, prosecutors, police officers, and
children’s officers; colleagues united by shared

purpose and mutual respect.

The Sub-County Children’s Officer, Mr. William
Omondi Ochieng, graciously served as the Master of
Ceremony, guiding the programme with warmth,

dignity, and collegial spirit.

The Directorate of Children’s Services (DCS), under
the State Department for Children Services, extends
its deepest appreciation to Ms. Salome Kionet and
wishes her continued success in her new role as she
carries forward the noble mission of defending

children’s rights and upholding justice wherever her

service leads her.

Group photo of participants at the farewell ceremony.
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