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Inspiring Dreams: Homa Bay Children Mentored

in Nairobi

On 20th August 2025, the State Department for
Children Services (DCS) proudly participated in an
enriching mentorship session held at the Kenyatta
International Convention Centre (KICC), Nairobi.
The forum brought together enthusiastic learners
Lala

Primary & Junior

from Langoromo Comprehensive,

Comprehensive, Adongo
Secondary, and Radiro Primary schools in Homa
Bay County. These children were in Nairobi on an
educational exposure tour organized by the Homa
Bay County Woman Representative, Hon. Dr. Joyce
Atieno Bensuda. Her initiative seeks to inspire
young minds by broadening their outlook, building
confidence, and nurturing ambition through new

experiences outside their home environment.

Boys from Homa Bay schools in a group photo at KICC after
an inspiring mentorship session.

The mentorship session created an interactive space
where leaders and professionals engaged with the
learners, helping them explore the endless
possibilities of their future. One of the keynote
speakers was the Principal Secretary for ICT and the
Digital Economy, Eng. John Kipchumba Tanui, who
delivered an inspiring message on the importance
of embracing technology and innovation. He
challenged the children to view the digital economy
not just as a tool for entertainment but as a gateway
to creativity, career development, and national

transformation.

Jennifer Kaberi, the Founder of MtotoNews, also
facilitated an impactful session on digital literacy
and online safety. She reminded the learners that
the

opportunities, it must be navigated responsibly. Her

while digital space provides limitless

practical guidance emphasized safe online
practices, critical thinking, and responsible
engagement.

Beyond individual talks, the event provided an
invaluable chance for the learners to interact with
mentors who served as role models, reinforcing the
importance of education, determination, and
resilience in achieving their dreams. The session
was not only about information sharing but also
about motivation, planting seeds of aspiration that
could grow into future achievements.

the reinforced the

Department’s mission of empowering children and

Ultimately, mentorship

strengthening their capacity to thrive in a
fast-changing world. By the end of the day, the
children left with broadened perspectives, renewed
hope, and a stronger belief in their potential to
become agents of change in their communities and
beyond.

Girls from Homa Bay schools share a group photo at KICC,
celebrating mentorship and inspiration.
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Safeguarding Health: PS Children Services Launches
SHA Registration for Vulnerable Children

On 21st August 2025, the Principal Secretary, State
CPA
Ageng'o, presided over the official launch of the
Social Health Authority (SHA) registration for
vulnerable children at the Nairobi Children Rescue

Department for Children Services, Carren

Centre, Kabete. The event marked a significant
milestone in advancing access to healthcare for
children in statutory and charitable institutions
across Kenya.

PS Carren Ageng’o with SHA officials during the launch of
child registration at Nairobi Rescue Centre.

The PS was accompanied by senior officials,
including Mr. Peter Kabuagi, Director of Institutions
and Ms.
Kagwiria, Manager of the Nairobi Rescue Centre.
They were joined by SHA officials led by Mr. Daniel
Kabui, who guided the process as the first batch of

at the State Department, Margaret

children at the Centre was successfully registered.

This pioneering initiative seeks to ensure that all
children living in Charitable Children’s Institutions
(CCIs) and statutory facilities are enrolled under
SHA, guaranteeing them equitable access to quality
and comprehensive healthcare. The package will
cover curative services, nutritional support, and
preventive health interventions, thereby reducing
the burden of medical costs on institutions while
safeguarding the wellbeing of children under their

care.

'1'3" i '\

PS Carren Ageng’o keenly follows the SHA child registration

process.
Speaking during the CPA Agengo

reaffirmed that access to healthcare is not a

launch,

privilege but a fundamental right enshrined in the
Constitution of Kenya, 2010, and the Children Act,
No. 29 of 2022. She emphasized the government’s
child behind,
particularly those in alternative care, by ensuring

commitment to leaving no

that their health needs are prioritized.

The PS commended the SHA team for their
efficiency and the strong inter-agency collaboration
led by the State Department for Medical Services
and the SHA Chief Executive Officer. She described
the registration exercise as a “game changer” in
safeguarding the health of vulnerable children,
noting that healthy children are better positioned to
thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.

The launch at Kabete serves as the first step in a
nationwide rollout, signaling the government’s
unwavering dedication to protecting children’s
rights and building stronger safety nets for the most

vulnerable.
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Co-creating the Future of Education: PS Children
Services Graces Edtech Learner s Summit 2025

PS Carren Ageng’o engages learners at the Summit

On 22nd August 2025, the Principal Secretary for
Children Services, CPA Carren Ageng'o, graced the
EdTech Learner’s Summit 2025, a landmark event
that brought together learners from across Kenya,
educators, policymakers, and strategic partners.
The summit provided a vital platform for children to
showcase their innovations while voicing their
challenges and aspirations in shaping the future of

learning.

Guided by the theme “Co-creating the Future of

Education,” the summit fostered insightful
discussions on  critical issues including
evidence-based, technology-enabled teaching,

climate literacy, artificial intelligence integration,
safety, data
privacy, and inclusivity in digital learning.

online cyberbullying prevention,

A highlight of the summit was the active
participation of learners, who candidly presented
the barriers they face in accessing EdTech. These
included limited access to digital devices, unreliable
internet connectivity, frequent electricity outages,
and capacity gaps among both parents and teachers.
In response, the children showcased creative
innovations that not only demonstrated their
ingenuity but also offered practical solutions to the

very challenges they encounter.

PS Ageng'o commended the learners for their
the State

Department’s commitment to integrating children’s

courage and creativity, affirming

perspectives into planning and budgeting

processes. “When we listen to children and work
with them, we not only empower them but also
strengthen the future of education in our country,”

she emphasized.

Hosted by Mtoto News, the summit also featured
Amb. Phillip Thigo,
Technology for the Republic of Kenya, who
the

transformation in building a safe, inclusive, and

MBS, Special Envoy on

underscored central role of digital
equitable education system for all. He highlighted
the need for collaboration between government,
private sector, and communities to bridge digital

divides and accelerate innovation.

With children at its core, the EdTech Summit 2025
reinforced the importance of child participation in
solution-building. It further called for collective
action among educators, parents, policymakers,
and innovators to ensure that every child in Kenya
has the opportunity to thrive in an increasingly
digital world.

Participants pose for a group photo during the EdTech

Learner’s Summit 2025
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Ndhiwa Sub-county Rescue Mission Safeguards

Children at Risk

Submitted by Ndhiwa Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services
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Photo taken at Ndhiwa Sub County Hospital. Edith Evet missing in the
photo since she was not at home during the day of the rescue.

On 7th August 2025, ActionAid Kenya reported a
distressing case involving four (4) children from
Nyamogo Village, Ndhiwa Sub-County, who were
found in critical condition due to malnutrition and
religious radicalisation. The family was reportedly
affiliated with a sect that discouraged medical
treatment and relied solely on prayer. Sadly, the

youngest child, aged five (5), succumbed to

malnutrition and was laid to rest on 8th August 2025.

In response, a multi-agency rescue mission was
mounted on 11th August 2025, led by the Directorate
of Criminal Investigations (DCI), the Sub-County
Police Commander (SCPC), and the Sub-County
Children’s Officer, Ms. Nancy Wamani. The father
and eldest son were placed in police custody, while
the mother and three (3) surviving children were

rushed to Ndhiwa Hospital for urgent medical

intervention.

Medical examinations revealed multiple health
complications. The eldest child, aged sixteen (16),
The
severely

sickle cell anemia.
(15),
underweight with low hemoglobin levels. The seven

tested positive for

second-born, aged fifteen was
(7) year old sibling was critically malnourished and
required a blood transfusion, while the nine (9) year
old, though also malnourished, was later reunited
with the family for continued care. Another child,
aged thirteen (13), had been residing with her

grandmother and was not directly affected.

The mother, who was also malnourished, expressed
concern for her children despite her strong
involvement in the sect. The father revealed that he
had distanced himself from the household due to
the mother’s radical beliefs, while the children
admitted they had been compelled to follow the
sect’s practices.

Investigations into the sect are ongoing. Meanwhile,
the rescued children will continue receiving
medical treatment, nutritional support, clothing,
and professional counselling. The family will be
linked to faith-based organisations for spiritual
and to the
Development for

guidance Directorate of Social

access to empowerment
programmes. Case management by the Sub-County
Children’s Office will continue, supported by local
stakeholders to ensure the children’s recovery,
education, and eventual reintegration into safe

family and community life.
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Little Hands, Big Plans: Athi River Unites to
Protect Children

Submitted by Athi River Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

Stakeholders in Athi River unite to protect children and empower youth through the Linda Binti Project.

A strong commitment to child protection was demonstrated at Galaxy Inn Hotel as the Linda Binti Project
and Baraka Health Net convened a stakeholders’ forum to address Sexual and Gender Based Violence

(SGBV), rising HIV infections, and teenage pregnancies.

Linda Binti, dedicated to girls’ empowerment, and Baraka Health Net, specialists in community health,
brought together government officials, service providers, and community leaders to design joint strategies
for prevention and response. The meeting emphasised the need for integrated outreach through
community campaigns, comprehensive sexuality education, and HIV awareness. Participants further
prioritised the establishment of stronger referral pathways to link affected children and youth with medical,
psychosocial, legal, and empowerment services.

Other key strategies underscored during the forum included data sharing to support informed advocacy,
youth-led initiatives to amplify the voices of young people, and training Community Health Volunteers
(CHVs) and gatekeepers to recognise and respond to risks at household and community levels. The
importance of capacity building for teachers, social workers, and police officers was also highlighted to
ensure child friendly and stigma free support for survivors.

The session enjoyed high-level support from the Assistant County Commissioner, the Sub-County Children’s
Office, the Directorate of Social Development, Probation and Aftercare Services, and police representatives.
Their presence reinforced the shared responsibility of stakeholders in safeguarding children.

The forum concluded with the “Athi River Commitment”, a collective pledge to remove barriers to services,
strengthen youth voices, and create a safer and healthier environment for all children within the
community.
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Strengthening Hands That Help: Kangundo Forum

Boosts Partner Expertise

Submitted by Kangundo Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 12th August 2025, while the Sub-County Children’s Officer, Mr. William Omondi Ochieng, attended to
critical child protection matters, his colleague, Mr. Neville Musima, represented the office at a sensitization
forum for community facilitators working under the partner organization, Investing in Children and their
Societies (ICS-SP). The meeting, held in Kakuyuni Location, West Ward, Kangundo Sub-County, was
supported by the Office of the Assistant County Commissioner for Kangundo West.

The forum was designed to strengthen the technical capacity of frontline facilitators and enhance their
understanding of Kenya’s evolving child protection framework. Mr. Musima sensitized participants on the
provisions of the Children Act, No. 29 of 2022, highlighting the guiding principles of survival and
development, child participation, non-discrimination, and the best interests of the child.

A key focus was the importance of reporting and responding to cases of Online Child Sexual Exploitation
and Abuse (OCSEA). Mr. Musima emphasized the role of the toll-free National Child Helpline 116, which
remains a vital tool for reporting abuse and ensuring children receive timely protection and assistance. He
also stressed the importance of positive parenting practices and the responsibility of community members
to act as role models for children.

Additionally, facilitators were reminded of the National Care Reform Strategy (2022-2032), which
emphasizes strengthening families to prevent separation, expanding family-based alternative care, and
transitioning from institutional to family-centered care. The session underscored the value of collaboration
between the State Department for Children Services, implementing partners, and the community in
advancing child welfare.

By investing in knowledge and shared responsibility, the Kangundo forum reaffirmed that child protection
is a collective effort requiring strengthened hands and united action.
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Participants gather for a group photo to mark the close of the Mr. Neville Musima engages participants during the sensitization
sensitization forum. session.
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From Headlines to Heartbeats: A Journey of

Connection and Compassion
Submitted by Ganze Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

Following the publication of Omar Mohammed’s story in the Daily Nation’s The Voice Game Changers, he
received a moving message from Ms. Kim DeWitt, Director of Olmalaika Children’s Trust in Maasai Mara.
Like Mohammed, Kim is deeply committed to rescuing and nurturing vulnerable children, working closely
with her community and in collaboration with the Directorate of Children Services.

Inspired by their shared mission, Kim extended an invitation for a holiday treat and an experience-sharing
visit, generously facilitating travel through Kenya Airways. Mohammed attended the exchange alongside
Mr. Michael Meganda, Sub-County Children Officer, Kilifi South.

On 13th and 14th August 2025, the team spent time at Kim's warm and welcoming home, where they were
received by vibrant children radiating health, safety, and joy. The visit included meaningful interactions
such as sharing stories from the field, reflecting on challenges, and exchanging ideas on strengthening
child protection.

What began as a newspaper feature blossomed into a journey of friendship, collaboration, and renewed
commitment. The visit reaffirmed the power of human connection and the lasting impact of shared
passion. When individuals dedicated to the well-being of children come together, hope is rekindled and

sustainable change becomes possible.

Omar Mohammed’s story sparked connections of compassion, linking
him with Kim DeWitt of Olmalaika Children’s Trust, united in rescuing
and nurturing vulnerable children.
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From Clinic to Court: Mwala Training Enhances
Child-focused SGBV Case Documentation

Submitted by Mwala Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 13th and 14th August 2025, the Directorate of Children Services (DCS) in Mwala Sub-County, under the
leadership of Sub-County Children’s Officer Mr. Julius Boke, convened a two-day training to strengthen the
handling of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) cases. The training brought together clinical officers
and police gender desk officers, with a core focus on improving the documentation of Post-Rape Care (PRC)

and P3 forms—vital tools in ensuring justice for survivors.

Facilitated by a multidisciplinary team of experts, Ms. Jeffline Mwendwa from the Machakos County
Department of Health, Ms. Makena Kaburu from the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP),
Hon. E.P. Nabwana from the Wamunyu Magistrate Court, and Mr. William Omondi Ochieng, Children’s
Officer from Kangundo Sub-County, the sessions provided practical insights into clinical protocols, judicial

expectations, and the most common documentation gaps that weaken prosecutions.

The training underscored the importance of synergy between the health and justice sectors. Clinical
officers were urged to ensure timely and thorough medical care while aligning documentation with legal
requirements, while police officers were sensitised on how to handle survivors with dignity and ensure
evidence is well preserved for court proceedings.

The forum was also attended by Mr. Edward Nyamala (Children’s Officer, Mwala Sub-County) alongside
representatives from the Machakos County Children’s Office, Ms. Mary Mwangi and Ms. Sarah Solomon,
reflecting a broad inter-agency commitment to tackling SGBV.

By the end of the training, participants resolved to apply the lessons learned in their daily work, ultimately
strengthening case handling and improving judicial outcomes. This initiative marks a vital step in ensuring
that child survivors of SGBV not only access justice but also receive holistic support for recovery and
reintegration.

Participants pose for a group photo on the first day of the training

Children’s Officer Mr. Edward Nyamala engages in a group discussion
with participants.
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Pokot North Super League Kicks Off: Promoting Peace,

Education and Child Protection
Submitted by North Pokot Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

On 14th August 2025, the vibrant community of Pokot North came together at Kamketo Location in Kasei
Division, West Pokot County, to launch the Pokot North Super League (NSL), a three-day football
tournament that has become a celebrated biannual event. Representing the State Department for Children
Services was Mr. Charles Chacha Gimase, Sub-County Children Officer for Pokot North, who officiated the
opening ceremony with a strong message on child protection, education, and peacebuilding.

The NSL, held every August and December, rotates across the divisions of Alale, Kiwawa, and Kasei,
ensuring inclusivity and equal participation. Organized by university, college, and high school students,
with the blessings of community elders and the backing of football enthusiasts, the tournament has grown
into a unifying platform that brings together youth, parents, and leaders in pursuit of a safer, more hopeful
future.

This holiday’s theme, “Peace and Education for the Future of Northerners”, captured the heart of the event.
Beyond football, the league seeks to address social challenges by promoting education as a shield against
child marriage, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), and other harmful practices. The matches become an
arena not just for sporting excellence, but for dialogue, mentorship, and the reinforcement of positive
cultural values.

In his address, Mr. Gimase reminded parents of their responsibilities under the Children Act, No. 29 of 2022,
stressing that protecting and nurturing children is both a legal and moral duty. To the delight of the crowd,
he also joined the pitch as a player for Alale Heroes, symbolising unity, youth engagement, and the shared
commitment to a brighter future.

The Pokot North Super League continues to stand as a beacon of peace, resilience, and child-focused

community development.

My. Charles Chacha Gimase addresses attendees at the opening of the Action on the pitch during the Pokot North Super League tournament.
Pokot North Super League in Kaseli.
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Community-led Alternative Rite of Passage (CLARP)

in Narok West

Submitted by Narok West Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

L=

4 b | Ly
o I e W
m .:&",jf’.a

On 15th August 2025, the Narok West Sub-County
Children’s Office represented by the Sub-County
Children’s Officer, Mr. Rotich, in partnership with
The hosted a Community-Led
Alternative Rite of Passage (CLARP) graduation at
Laila Primary School. The event celebrated two
hundred (200) girls and sixty (60) boys who
completed a week-long mentorship program

Maa Trust,

focused on child protection, rights, education, and
the eradication of harmful practices such as Female
Genital Mutilation (FGM) and child marriage.

Targeting twelve (12) villages with high prevalence
of FGM, child marriage, and school dropouts, the
offered

empowering alternatives that safeguard children

program culturally  sensitive and
while preserving cultural identity. By engaging both
boys and girls aged ten (10) to seventeen (17), the
initiative emphasized the role of communities in

protecting and nurturing the next generation.

The ceremony brought together key leaders,
including the Rift Valley Regional Coordinator for
Children Services as chief guest, Narok County and
Sub-County officers, and the Narok West Deputy

Community members in Narok West champion the Alternative Rite of Passage, preserving culture while protecting girls from FGM.

County Commissioner. Leaders applauded The Maa
Trust for championing child protection and urged
chiefs, sub-chiefs, and gatekeepers to remain
vigilant in reporting violations. The DCC stressed
that child marriage and FGM perpetuate poverty by
denying children education and basic rights.

The Regional Coordinator further emphasized the
critical role of men in ending harmful practices and
encouraged women to support their daughters’
the that
“educating a girl uplifts the entire society.”

education, reminding community

Community members showed commitment to
ending FGM and supporting education, while The
Maa Trust pledged to continue organizing similar
programs during school holidays. By promoting
positive cultural alternatives, CLARP strengthens
family and community bonds, reduces harmful
practices, and empowers children to achieve their
dreams.

This initiative stands as a model of collaboration,
cultural transformation, and community-driven

child protection.
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Celebrating 16 Years of Grace Children Home:

Embracing Care Reforms
Submitted by Matungulu Sub-County Office, Directorate of Children’s Services

'@RACE TRUST EDUCATION

Children at Grace Children’s Home celebrate 16 years of love, growth, and care reforms.

On 16th August 2025, Grace Children Home in Kyeleni Ward, Matungulu Sub-County, Machakos County,
marked a major milestone, its 16th anniversary. The colorful celebration brought together children,
caregivers, community members, and partners, alongside key officials from the State Department for
Children Services. Present at the event were the Machakos County Coordinator for Children’s Services,
Madam Rhoda Mwikya, and Children Officer, Ms. Margret Boke, who joined the home in honoring years of
dedicated service to children.

In his reflections, Home Manager Mr. Jackson Musyoka traced the journey of the institution since its
establishment in 2009. He highlighted the home’s achievements in nurturing vulnerable children, pointing
out the inspiring stories of four alumni who have successfully transitioned into independent adulthood.
Today, these young professionals are not only self-reliant but also actively contributing to society, clear
evidence of the life-changing role the home has played.

Addressing participants, Madam Rhoda emphasized the importance of Kenya’s ongoing care reform
agenda. She reminded stakeholders that, as enshrined in the Constitution of Kenya, 2010, and the Children
Act, No. 29 of 2022, the family remains the most suitable environment for raising children. She elaborated
on the three core pillars of care reform: strengthening families to prevent unnecessary separation;
promoting and enhancing alternative family-based care such as foster care, adoption, and kinship care; and
facilitating the safe reintegration of children from institutions back to families.

The anniversary was both a celebration and a call to action. While acknowledging the remarkable work
Grace Children Home has done over 16 years, the event reaffirmed a shared national vision, ensuring that
every child grows up in a loving, supportive, and family-based environment where they can thrive.
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Shaping the Future: Strengthening Child Protection

Care Systems in Kenya
Submitted by Arnorld Mwanake - Officer NCCS

The National Council for Children Services (NCCS), in collaboration with the State Department for Children
Services (DCS), successfully convened a pivotal training in Meru County focused on strengthening child
protection and care systems in Kenya. The training centered on the dissemination of the National Care
Reform Strategy for Children in Kenya, the national guidelines on transitioning child care systems,
standards for child welfare programmes, and the simplified popular version of the Children Act, No. 29 of
2022.

Participants included Children Officers drawn from all sub-counties in Meru, representatives from the
County Commissioner’s Office (NGAO), the National Council for Persons with Disabilities (NCPWD), the
Directorate of Social Development (DSD), and social workers from implementing partners. This diverse

representation highlighted the importance of multi-agency collaboration in child protection.

Key sessions examined the continuum of care, gatekeeping mechanisms, and best practices in case
management for reintegration. Officers were trained on transitioning children from institutional care to
family- and community-based alternatives, with renewed emphasis on compliance in the registration and
renewal of Charitable Children Institutions (CCIs).

The training reaffirmed that family remains the most suitable environment for raising children. Biological,
kinship, foster care, and adoption options were underscored as priority placements, while institutional care

was highlighted as a measure of last resort.

By equipping frontline officers with knowledge, skills, and tools, the training reinforced Kenya’s
commitment to a humane, child-centered, and sustainable protection system—ensuring that every child
grows up safe, loved, and supported to reach their full potential.
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Hello... ] don't feel safe
at home. Can | talk to
someone?
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You're not alone. I'm
here to listen and help.
This call is safe and
confidential.

~ Responder

National Child Helpline Kenya

116

We're always looking for inspiring stories, reflections, and field reports from across the country. If you have a
contribution for the next issue of Children Services Weekly, email us at and be part of
the conversation advancing child protection in Kenya.

A heartfelt thank you to all our contributors whose time, insights, and on-the-ground experiences made this edition
possible.

~ Children Services Weekly Editorial Team
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